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Baruch student delegates lobby for alumni support in Albany

COURTESY OF ERIC LUGO

BY SHEIK FLORADEWAN

NEWS EDITOR

Every year the Undergraduate Student Government selects student delegates to attend the annual New York State Association of Black and Puerto Rican Legislators Conference to
lobby and advocate for CUNY-related issues. This year marked the 48th anniversary of the NYSABPRL caucus with this theme: “We Are the Agents of Change: Strong, Resilient, Unified.”
The delegation met both leaders of the Assembly and the Senate along, with Baruch College alums. The weekend included a reception, workshops, meetings and a scholarship gala.

READ THE SPREAD ON PAGES 2 AND 3

Queens and Brooklyn streetcar
will cut transit commute times
BY ESTELLE SAAD

SENIOR STAFF WRITER
A plan for the creation of a streetcar connecting Brooklyn and Queens
has led to controversy over the $2.7 billion deal. The Brooklyn-Queens
Connector, BQX, will span 11 miles, connecting Astoria and Red Hook.
The trolley is set to be completed in 2029 and is expected to draw 50,000
daily riders during its first year in operation.
The plan, which was first announced in 2016, seemed unlikely to be
implemented, due to questions of the system’s worth to the city.

STORY CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Men's Basketball takes CUNYAC
Championship title in close game
BY ANDREW MARZULLO

SPORTS EDITOR

The Baruch College Men’s Basketball team clinched the CUNY Athletic Conference Championship and an NCAA Tournament appearance
after defeating the College of Staten Island 76-74.
The back-and-forth game, which was hosted at Hunter College, was
decided in the last second. Benjamin Boateng hit the game-winning shot
with 0.2 seconds left to propel the Bearcats to a win. This victory marked
the third championship win in Baruch’s history. Andre Harris, who hit a
buzzer beater shot before the end of the first half, was named the 20182019 CUNYAC Championship Tournament MVP.
Harris scored 28 points in the pinnacle game. The team finished the
2018-2019 season with a record of 22-5, while also finishing undefeated
at home.
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Baruch mourns the loss of CPO Linzy Chapman
BY AMANDA SALAZAR

NEWS ASSISTANT

Baruch
College
Campus
Peace Officer Linzy Chapman
died from a heart attack on Saturday, Feb. 16, while on duty at the
Newman Vertical Campus.
He was found while in cardiac
arrest at around 9:30 p.m. by his
coworkers, who performed CPR
on him until an ambulance arrived, according to Officer Adrian
Crespo, who worked closely with
Chapman.
Chapman, who was 62, is survived by his spouse, who works
with the public safety department at the CUNY Graduate
School of Journalism, and his
daughter, who works as a court
officer.
“He was reliable, friendly and
unfailingly helpful. He loved his
job and cared about the needs of
everyone who works and studies on our campus,” said President Mitchel B. Wallerstein in an
email blast to students, faculty
and staff.
“We are all greatly saddened
by the news of his sudden and
unexpected passing,” Wallerstein
continued.
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Baruch delegation lobbies for 17 Lex in Albany, meets alumni
As part of Baruch College’s lobbying efforts, members of USG and student delegates advocated for the need to allocate an urgent $25 million to the Lawrence and Eris
Field Building at 17 Lexington Avenue. This allocation would go toward the completion of phase two out of the seven phases required for the whole project, which
costs $90 million in total. Vice President of Legislative Affairs Navjot Kaur and Director of Government and Community Relations Eric Lugo headed the delegation
this year.

FRIDAY, FEB. 15

Day 1: Chairperson’s Reception
The weekend kicked off
with
the
“Chairperson’s
Reception” on Friday evening
at the Albany Capital Center,
which was presented by
Assemblywoman
Latrice
Walker.
As legislators and speakers
were welcomed to the
caucus for the weekend, the
delegates networked with
their elected representatives
and emphasized the need to
allocate funds for 17 Lex.
Lugo
introduced
the
delegates to Baruch alumnus
and
Assemblyman
Carl
Heastie, who represents the
83rd district. Chair of Clubs
and Organizations Dakshatha
Daggala approached Heastie
and requested his support for
17 Lex.
Executive Secretary Andrea
Maribel Soto approached New
York City Comptroller Scott
Stringer, an alumnus of John
Jay College of Criminal Justice,
and asked him for his support.
While their attempts were
commendable, many of the
other delegates were nervous
to approach their elected
officials.

There was a meeting
held by USG a week prior to
the caucus, but a few of the
delegates expressed that the
meeting was not helpful as it
only went over the itinerary
and not the actual reason
for lobbying or how students
should approach their elected
officials.
“Honestly, I didn’t really
know coming into this trip that
we were lobbying for 17 Lex. I
wish they explained it better
at the meeting,” said delegate
Annmarie Gajdos.
Delegate
Cassey
Cass
said, “I feel like if we had a
training process, it would’ve
been better like we would’ve
been able to approach the
legislators better.”
“They should have paired
each USG member with one of
[the delegates],” Gajdos added.
Kaur’s advice to students
going forward was to follow
up with the elected officials
through phone or email and
ask them about their course
of action in helping secure
necessary funds for Baruch
and holding them accountable
by being assertive.

Assemblyman Carl Heastie showed his support to the delegates for the allocation of funds to 17 Lex.

SATURDAY, FEB. 16

Day 2: Workshops and meetings in the Empire State Plaza and Legislative Office Building
Throughout the day on
Saturday, there were a series
of conferences, workshops and
meetings in which the delegates
met with assembly members
and senators from Baruch and
continued their lobbying efforts

for 17 Lex.
They met with former
alumna and Assemblywoman
Yuh-Line Niou, who represents
New York’s 65th district; Sen.
John Liu, who is a public affairs
professor at Baruch; former

The delegates take photos with and meet Assemblywoman Diana Richardson.

alumnus and Assemblyman
Gary Pretlow, who represents
the 89th district and former
alumna and Assemblywoman
Diana
Richardson,
who
represents the 43rd district.
As alumni of Baruch, they
were able to understand the
students’ struggles and showed
their support by signing on to
help fund 17 Lex.
“Our public colleges are
falling apart, literally, but we
still have to come to Albany
and encourage lawmakers and
persuade them that we need
you to fund our education,” said
Kaur.
“Let me tell you something
about repeating yourself — it’s
necessary. It’s frustrating, but
it’s necessary,” said Richardson,
adding, “because this is a
multimillion-dollar project and
since you’re getting money in
phases, you’re going to have to
keep coming up and reminding
people what the plight is on the
ground.”
The delegates all expressed
that Richardson was one of

Assemblyman Gary Pretlow meets with Baruch delegates and holds a Q&A session.
the highlights of the caucus
weekend.
When asked for advice, she
said, “People pay attention to

people who participate,” which
the student delegates took as
a motive to continue trying,
rather than to give up.

SUNDAY, FEB.17

Day 3: 48th Annual Scholarship Dinner Gala at The Egg Performing Arts Center

On Sunday evening, the weekend convention
culminated in the 48th Annual Scholarship Dinner
Gala and award ceremony, which is considered one
of the most important events of the weekend.
The NYSABPRL encourages everyone to join
the Annual Scholarship Dinner Gala to support
members’ scholarship initiatives by purchasing
tickets for the event, as net proceeds are awarded to
students of color seeking higher education at New
York state institutions.
The gala was opened by Sen. Jamaal Bailey and
Assemblywoman Pamela Hunter.
Other speakers throughout the night included

Elected officials and guests dance at the "Chairperson's Reception."

Congressman Hakeem Jeffries — who was the
keynote speaker — Heastie and Sen. Chuck Schumer.
While awards were given to speakers and panelists,
scholarships were not awarded to students.
In an interview with The Ticker, Pretlow
commented, “The scholarships have been given out.
There wasn’t a great number as we wanted because
the expense of everything this weekend costs, so
people who earn scholarships — there is an accounts
payable, so to speak, that those scholarships will be
issued from future revenues.”
He said that members of the caucus do intend
to give out the scholarships that were not given

that night.
“We’re not just going to not give them to people
who earned them; we just didn’t have the cash flow
to do it,” he said.
This begs the question as to why there was not
enough cash flow for scholarships.
At the “Chairperson’s Reception” on Friday
evening, there was a Facebook photobooth and a VR
system sponsored by Oculus.
At the Empire State Plaza, there were stations
giving out free merchandise and even a station that
offered free manicures, makeup and men’s beard
grooming services.

Student delegates receive free manicures from stationed booths at the Empire State Plaza and Legislative Office Building.

University Student Senate's take on Baruch's effort on lobbying for 17 Lex
Since Gov. Andrew Cuomo took office
in 2011, the budget he created for higher
education caused tuition to increase and
TAP awards have consistently remained
unchanged.
Under Cuomo’s 2018 Fiscal Year
Executive Budget Proposal, he proposed
five more years of annual $250 tuition hikes
without any mention of an increase to TAP
awards. With tuition skyrocketing and TAP
awards falling behind, students end up
having to fill that gap.
The CUNY University Student Senate,
which was also up at Albany for the
weekend, lobbied for a tuition freeze for all
CUNY students and advocated to close the
current TAP gap.
In an interview with The Ticker, USS
Alternate Delegate Razieh Arabi explained
that with an increase in inflation and the
overall cost of higher education increasing
as well, along with the possibility of more

admission fees, faculty and staff pay
and other maintenance, colleges had to
increase tuition to generate revenue.
When they increased tuition, however,
the amount of money students get from
TAP did not increase.
USS lobbied for $4.9 million to close this
gap.
“We need to bring the budget to balance
in order for other good things or programs
to happen, but for that to happen we first
need this solid ground as basis,” said Arabi.
Regarding Baruch’s delegates lobbying
for 17 Lex, Arabi expressed that she felt it
was a local issue concerning the city, not
something that should be up to the state.
“I feel like the best route actually for
local projects are local officials and local
governments — maybe City Council, I don’t
know but I don’t think this is something
that concerns the state necessarily,” said
Arabi.

The delegates attend a workshop with Assemblywoman Yuh-Line Niou and later meet with USS.
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Baruch community mourns the loss of CPO Linzy Chapman
CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE
In the same vein, Director of
Student Life Damali Smith said
Chapman was always warm and
eager to help students and staff
in need.
“My work with Officer Chapman was limited, but I often saw
him around campus, and he was
always pleasant and willing to
help when needed,” Smith said.
“He was always gracious to
our team and the students and
his presence on campus will be
missed. I send my condolences
to the entire public safety team,
his family and friends.”
Chapman — who worked the
3 p.m. to 11 p.m. shift in the Vertical Campus alongside Crespo
— was known by his coworkers
as a dedicated and well-respected person.
“He was very meticulous, paid
attention to details, very neat. He
always cared about little details,
down to a T.,” Crespo said. “He
was very by-the-book.”
This sentiment was shared by
former school safety agent Peter

“My work with Officer
Chapman was limited, but
I often saw him around
campus, and he was always
pleasant and willing to help
when needed He was always
gracious to our team and the
students and his presence on
campus will be missed.”
- Damali Smith

Flores, who also knew Chapman
well.
“He was looking out for everybody,” Flores said.
“So, if you got to do things
by the book, then you don’t let
things don’t slip by. But when
it came to individual situations
with students, or faculty, or just
anybody, if he needed to go
above and beyond, he would do
that, within reason. … He wasn’t
one of those people who played
favorites, but he was very, very
caring about everyone that was
around him.”
His interests included fishing,
martial arts and television, according to his coworkers,
“Me and him, the way we
bonded, was that he was an oldschool martial artist and I was
into martial arts,” Flores said.
“As some people know, besides being an officer at Baruch, I
was also the self-defense instructor. That was always our main
conversation with each other,
just about the martial arts, how
things were back-in-the-day, and
just doing what we can to make
the school better,” he continued
in an interview with The Ticker.
Chapman’s former coworkers and friends mainly discussed their admiration of his
kindness.
“I’d have to say that the most
memorable thing about him is
the fact that he was good to people,” Flores said.
“He was just a good person
and he always looked out for
people even if people didn’t necessarily look out for him all the
time," he continued.
“He was just one of those people that he’d rather pay it forward
in advance than be one of those
types of people who think, ‘You
have to be good to me for me to
be good to you.’”

JULIAN TINEO | THE TICKER

CPO Linzy Chapman spent the majority of his Baruch career working in the NVC, including at the front security desk pictured.
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FROM THE EDITORIAL BOARD

Overcrowding issue at career
fairs limits student experience

E

very year, Baruch College’s Starr Career Development Center
hosts job fairs where students can network with multiple employers. These fairs include Fall Career Day, the Fall CPA Fair and the
Spring Internship Fair. However, the many students who attend these
events make it impossible for any single student to take full advantage
of the opportunities provided to them.
In order to attend these events, students must RSVP on Starr Search.
They are also required to dress formally in suits and bring their resumes.
With 800-plus students in attendance, the fairs tend to get overcrowded, and long lines form outside of the venue. In recent fairs, 70 to 80
employers were present, and there were approximately 1,000 students.
Such a huge attendance causes each student to not fully experience
and enjoy the fair. In such crowds, students can only meet with employers for roughly five minutes, which is just enough time to exchange
names and resumes but nothing more.
Meanwhile, there are still students waiting on line for their turn to
meet with employers.
In order for these fairs to be effective and efficient, they should be
tailored to different classes so the number of students in attendance
decreases. There should be a separate career fair for freshmen and
sophomores and another one for juniors and seniors. This way, everyone would have more time to network and wouldn’t feel as pressured
to get to as many employers as possible in a limited amount of time.
Perhaps also every student should be allowed to attend only one fair
per year so everyone could have an equal chance of attending one.
There should also be a limit on the amount of students that can attend the event. An overcrowded fair can create an unsafe environment.
At such a large event, it may be hard for students to hear the employers and other students. One solution to this problem could be to host
the fairs throughout multiple classrooms on one floor, such as the 14th
floor in the Newman Vertical Campus.
With so many people and a limited amount of time, students are not
able to take notes or fully absorb the information that is presented to
them. Instead, they simply focus on collecting business cards with no
intention of reaching out to those representatives.
Even though these events are face to face, not every student will be
able to forge their own personal connection with an employer. These
events are not worth hosting if students can't get the full experience.

Admins don't need exorbitant salaries

W

ith the recent appointment of new CUNY Chancellor Félix V.
Matos Rodríguez, we as a university system must ask: Why are
we paying housing stipends for our top administrators?
On top of receiving a $670,000 paycheck, Rodríguez is entitled to a
$7,500 monthly housing allowance — a princely sum that is roughly
$4,000 more than what the typical adjunct makes per three-credit class.
Even in New York, $7,500 for housing is ridiculous. The average
monthly rent in New York City is $4,188, according to rental listing tool
RENTCafé. The fact that the CUNY chancellor receives much more than
this is indicative of how unfair our university system truly is. Though
the chancellor is surely doing important work, why does he receive an
extra, exorbitant stipend on top of the money he already receives?
Other administrators also receive housing allowances, with presidents receiving $5,000. All administrator housing allowances only go
into effect in the absence of university-provided housing.
CUNY perfectly encapsulates the income inequality within New
York City. While some in CUNY receive thousands of dollars’ worth of
housing allowances, others don’t even make the same amount of money for their entire salaries. We as students must take a hard look at our
administrators’ compensation and assess what these numbers mean
and if they reflect the current financial realities and difficulties CUNY
faces each day.

JOEL BAUTISTA| THE TICKER

One year after Parkland: Safety in
schools still needs to be a priority

I

t has been one year since 17
people, including 14 children,
were killed when a young
gunman opened fire at Marjory
Stoneman Douglas High School in
Parkland, Florida. In many ways,
this shooting wasn’t surprising. In
2018, as of early December, Vox reported 94 incidents of gun violence
on school campuses, according
to the Naval Postgraduate School,
as well as 328 mass shootings, according to The Gun Violence Archive.
However, Parkland became
known as the symbol of young political activists all over the nation,
and why law enforcement officials
and politicians are not doing nearly
enough to prevent such incidents
from happening. Gun reform laws
have been an important issue for
America’s citizens, especially given
the fact that some of the deadliest
mass shootings happened within
the past three years.
The Parkland tragedy, however,
really highlighted the pitfalls and
shortcomings of U.S. gun laws. The
shooter, who was taken into custody an hour later for the shooting,
showed several red flags before
he showed up at Marjory Stoneman that day. These included calls
from his own mother to the police, numerous uninvestigated tips
to the FBI, according to The New
York Times, and a potential threat
on a YouTube channel where the
shooter commented that he'd be

a “professional school shooter,” as
reported by BuzzFeed News.
The Parkland shooter should
not have had access to the rifle
that he used in the shooting or to
any gun for that matter. State politicians have finally started to pay
attention, passing various gun control bills aiming to prevent minors
or people considered to be “red
flags” from easily accessing guns
in some states, or having more
in-depth background checks and
waiting periods in others, according to The Times.
However, federal politicians
are in disagreement on what laws
should be passed concerning guns.
The government is becoming more
divided, so it is not likely that Congress and President Donald Trump
will be signing any major gun reforms anytime soon.
On a slightly lighter note, this
year has shown how powerful the
youth of today can be in the face
of tragedy and when they come
together to fight for what they believe in.
Survivors of the Parkland shooting came together to organize the
first March for Our Lives on March
24 to demand stricter gun control
and accountability from the leaders of the United States, according
to CNN.
Survivors such as David Hogg,
Emma González and Cameron
Kasky banded together in an activist group that's identifiable by

hashtag #NeverAgain. The group
helped organize the demonstration in Washington, D.C., that
spurred countless other similar
rallies all over the country.
The following summer, the activists traveled all over the country
by bus, speaking out against the issue and also registering students to
vote in the 2018 midterm elections.
The work of the survivors struck
a chord with young people all over
America. Around 31 percent of voters aged 18 to 29 came out to vote
in the midterms, the highest level
of young voters in at least seven
midterms, data from the The Center for Information and Research
on Civic Learning and Engagement
shows. The young vote helped decide many close elections all over
the nation and helped Democrats
secure wins in multiple races.
Young activists and advocates are
the future, and they won’t stop until change happens in America.
The power of the youth should
not be underestimated, but the
United States still has a long way
to go before students and teachers
can truly feel safe in their schools.
Since the Parkland shooting
happened, 1,200 children have
been killed at the hand of a gun,
The Times reported. This number
will just keep rising until more
stringent measures are taken.
-Diana Shishkina
Political Science ‘20

A chancellor that CUNY can believe in
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T

he CUNY Board of Trustees
appointed Félix V. Matos Rodríguez as the new chancellor
of the university system.
Rodríguez is the first Latino leader of CUNY and was selected as best
candidate for the job, but who is he
and what made him stand out from
the other candidates?
Before he was appointed

Rodríguez has an impressive
background in raising
college standards. ...
Therefore, students will
value his devotion and
loyalty to CUNY when
he adjusts to his new
role in May.

Chancellor, Matos Rodríguez was
the president of Queens College and
Eugenio María de Hostos Community College. Under him, Hostos was
able to increase its retention rate, according to CUNY’s official website.
CUNY also noted that during his
time at Queens College, Matos Rodríguez was able to move the college
into the top fifth of the country’s income distribution, as reported in a
2016 study from the Equality of Opportunity Project.
Rodríguez has an impressive
background in raising college standards. Since both schools are part of
CUNY, Matos Rodríguez seems like
he's always been dedicated to the
CUNY system.
Therefore, students will value
his devotion and loyalty to CUNY
when he adjusts to his new role
in May. Besides being president
and a professor, Rodríguez has also
published several books and articles.
For example, he wrote an article in the Huffington Post titled

“$46,432 vs. $372 — Community
Colleges and Philanthropic Support,” encouraging more money to
be endowed to community colleges.
He emphasized that these resources
are needed for a successful college
career.
“Investment in community colleges is investment in maintaining
the American Dream,” he stated in
the article.
With that in mind, this article
single-handedly shows that Matos
Rodríguez was the right choice for
the chancellor position, because he
is a man who will do what it takes to
create a strong educational system.
With his attentive push for more
financial resources in 2013, he will
do many positive things for the rest
of CUNY in the future. Rodríguez
has always been on the right path.
He's proven that he always helps
students in need and has made a
difference in their lives.
-Alison Lui
Accounting ‘22
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Being in USG is about
more than having fun
THE USG REPORT

RADHIKA KALANI

E

lections for the Undergraduate Student Government
are approaching and as
current USG president, I wanted
to reflect on what I have learned
about my time in USG — the USG
that not everyone sees.
When I came in as a first-year
student, I saw USG as the organization on campus that gave
out free opportunities for cool
events. I noticed that USG was
filled with students on campus
who liked bringing people joy.
I remember helping out at an
event and giving food to students.
Seeing students smile after finding out something was free was
the best feeling ever.
In the beginning, I didn’t
know a lot of students, and I
didn’t know their stories, but I
was happy that they were able
to smile even for a fraction of a
second because of me, because
of USG.
That was one of the main reasons why I decided to stay involved in USG.
As I took on the role of president, I wasn’t sure what to expect. I only saw the fun side of
USG; I didn’t know about the
other side of USG that worked on
advocating for student rights and
projecting students voices.

I realized that there was a
world of USG that a lot of people
didn’t see, the USG that worked
in the background, the USG that
wasn’t always just fun and games.
I attended a protest on Christmas Eve with other students from
across CUNY. We protested Gov.
Andrew Cuomo's veto of a bill for
more funding for public college.
As I protested and fought for the
tuition for over 500,000 students
in the whole CUNY system, I felt
so empowered.
I helped plan a winter graduation reception for students who
couldn’t attend the annual graduation at Barclays Center.
I attended meetings to confirm the way the money from every student's technology fee was
being spent.
I found out about the construction going on in the library
months before the construction
began and gave my feedback on
the marketing campaign for it.
Being part of USG and attending USG events are two completely different things.
It is important for interested
students to know about the role
before they apply and accept
both the highs and lows that
come with working for USG.
I’m happy to say that USG is
having a general interest meeting
about elections on Feb. 26 from
12:30 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. in NVC
4-170. Students should come to
this meeting and take the time to
learn about USG life.
Radhika Kalani is the president of
USG. She can be reached at radhika.kalani@usgbaruch.com. Her
office is located at 3-272 in the
Newman Vertical Campus.

Too many Dems in the 2020 election
will only blur the party's message

W

ith the first Democratic
primary debate mere
months away, every presidential hopeful is kicking off their
campaign to try to gain a competitive edge in key primary states.
If Americans thought the 2016
Republican primary was crowded,
just wait until they get a look at
the Democrats running this time
around. Over two dozen Democrats have either announced their
candidacy or are expected to soon,
Market Watch reported.
These days it’s easier to make a
list of liberals who aren’t running
for president than those who are.
Governors, senators, congressmen
and more are flocking in from all
corners of the country to try to take
down our unpopular president.
The crowd of declared and likely
candidates is growing larger by
the day and, at this rate, it won’t be
long until the ballot starts to look
like a Coachella lineup.
At first glance, all of this might
seem to be a good thing, since variety is the spice of life. More candidates mean more of a choice for
registered Democrats to decide
who gets to represent the party in
2020.
However, having more Democratic candidates increases the opportunity for disaster. With every
new candidate declaring a run at
the presidency, Democrats run the
risk of repeating the same mistakes
that the Republicans did in 2016.
Back then, a record-breaking
16 Republican hopefuls ran for
the opportunity to challenge Hillary Clinton in the general election.
Rising stars like Chris Christie,
Ted Cruz, Scott Walker and plenty
more jumped in headfirst to challenge who they perceived as a
vulnerable candidate. In the pro-

Ilhan Omar's comments were not antiSemitic. Instead, they were anti-Trump.

L

ast week, Minnesota Rep.
Ilhan Omar became the latest target of President Donald Trump's outrage when he
called for her resignation in a recent cabinet meeting due to what
he claimed were “anti-Semitic”
tweets. “Anti-Semitism has no
place in the United States Congress,” Trump said. “And I think
she should either resign from
Congress or she should certainly
resign from the House Foreign
Affairs Committee,” The Hill reported.
But Omar was quick to point
out the hypocrisy in Trump’s
statement, tweeting, “You have
trafficked in hate your whole life
– against Jews, Muslims, Indigenous, immigrants, black people
and more. I learned from people
impacted by my words. When
will you?”
However, Trump wasn’t the
only one who thought Omar’s
tweets were anti-Semitic. Both
sides of the aisle claimed that
Omar’s tweets perpetuated racist
tropes.
“Congresswoman Omar’s use
of anti-Semitic tropes and prejudicial accusations about Israel’s
supporters is deeply offensive,”
Speaker Nancy Pelosi stated
alongside other party leaders in a
joint statement.
This outrage from both sides
forced Omar to issue an apology,
but she stuck to her guns about
the influence of lobbyists in her
apology.
Omar ended the apology by
saying, “At the same time, I reaffirm the problematic role of lobbyists in our politics whether it be
AIPAC, the NRA or the fossil fuel
industry. It’s gone on too long and
we must be willing to address it.”

The first tweet that was splattered all over media outlets was a
reply to Glenn Greenwald, which
she quoted with, “It’s all about the
Benjamin’s baby,” a musical chord
emoji following it. When prodded
by a tweet that asked who Omar
thought was paying U.S. politicians, she accurately responded
with “AIPAC.”
The American Israel Public Affairs Committee is a bipartisan
lobbying group that is committed solely to “strengthening, protecting and promoting the U.S.Israel relationship,” according to
its website.
The one thing all the hysteria
seems to prove is that Omar was
right about the political influence
of the lobby.
Pointing out how lobbyists work in this country is not a
racist trope.
No American politician called
Omar Islamophobic when she
condemned Saudi Arabia over
Yemen and Jamal Khashoggi. But
the second she pointed to the influence of the pro-Israel lobby,
the anti- Semitic smears began to
pour in from all sides.
Every statement that mentions
money and Jewish people is not
necessarily anti-Semitic.
While it might not be the only
reason that Congress seems to be
clearly pro-Israel, to pretend that
money and politics don’t go hand
in hand in this country is just
naive.
Omar’s tweet criticizes not just
the pro-Israel lobby, but all lobbies including fossil fuel, military
industrial complex and Wall Street
lobbies.
Intentions do matter when politicians attempt to talk about “hate
speech.”

None of the politicians who
condemned Omar actually think
that she is anti-Semitic. Anti-Semites don’t issue apologies or go on
The Daily Show With Trevor Noah
to discuss how they may have
been insensitive in some of their
criticisms of Israel. Criticizing
Israel is not anti-Semitic by any
stretch but seems to be the go-to
smear when any criticisms of Israel are mentioned.
AIPAC influence on U.S. foreign policy is undeniable to any
observer of Washington. Seventyseven out of 100 senators voted
to pass the AIPAC-backed Combating BDS Act, which encourage
states to pass laws authorizing
economic punishments against
those who choose not do to business with Israel or Israeli-owned
companies, according to Vox.
In a controversial move very
early on in his presidency, Trump
moved the U.S. Embassy to Jerusalem, BBC News reported. AIPAC in
its own words stated the move was
a “fulfillment of a longstanding bipartisan commitment expressed
through decades of U.S. legislation.”
These are just some examples
of how strong the influence of
AIPAC is in U.S. foreign policy. So
Omar was completely in the right
to call out this issue in our government.
As far as the anti-Semitic
smears go, Israel does not represent all Jews, so to pretend that
any criticism of the Israelis is a
racist trope is ridiculous. It is just a
tactic used by politicians to ignore
Israel’s tremendous influence in
U.S. politics.
-Pat Sikora
Journalism ‘22

cess, they ended up dropping out
and suffering the consequences
of President Donald Trump’s election shortly after.
Both governors soon lost their
jobs, while Cruz — whose family
was mocked for months by Trump
— ended up becoming close allies
with him and still nearly lost his reelection in the extremely red state
of Texas.
The same goes for senators
Rand Paul, Marco Rubio and Lindsey Graham, all of whom suffered
the wrath of Trump during their
campaigns.
While each individually slandered him every day on the campaign trail, they’ve cozied up to
him now that he’s in the Oval Office. Any presidential aspirations
that they had have been erased, as
they will now forever be viewed as
cowards without backbones.
Democrats should take heed
of this, lest they fall victim to the
same ploy. Trump was able to rise
to the forefront because nearly every Republican’s campaign promises sounded identical; all of the
candidates’ messages seemed to
blend together.
Trump, on the other hand, was
singing an entirely different tune.
His message, simplistic and easy
to chant, set him apart from every
other candidate. While the establishment split votes among themselves, Trump tapped into a different segment of a party that longed
for something else.
Perhaps if so many candidates
hadn’t run or hadn’t taken so
long to throw in the towel, Trump
wouldn’t have been able to win the
primary.
Many of those running foolishly felt that if they stayed in long
enough, they could ride out the

other candidates and usurp their
votes once they dropped out. Their
own hubris is what ultimately allowed Trump to keep racking up
delegates and coast his way to the
general elections.
The same could happen in
a Democratic primary. With so
many candidates, their messages
may all begin to sound the same.
This could open the door for a
nontraditional candidate to steal
the spotlight by saying something
completely outside the norm. The
establishment could split the votes
again, while the outsider sneakily compiles states and ultimately
positions themselves to take on
Trump. If this outside candidate
isn’t strong enough, the nation
could end up with four more years
of Trump.
The thought alone is enough
to make Democrats shudder. But
even if that doesn’t happen, there
is still the prospect of infighting
that could negatively impact the
party’s future.
Those who were supposed to
be the eventual faces of the Republican party have all taken serious hits because of the brutal
primary. The last thing Democrats
should want is an out-of-control
race in which strong politicians get
brutally attacked in the process,
thereby weakening their chances
at higher office positions in the future or weakening their standing
within their party.
While the left should welcome
these candidates, it’s also worth
remembering the not-too-distant
mistakes made by the other party.
This is the most important primary
of most Democrats’ lives.
-Evan Lewis
Journalism ‘19

Editors, please publish
the original interviews

W

hat’s taken out or refined
to perfection within a
published story is what
matters the most. A story that
goes through the editing process
should not come out with a different voice from the original interview.
Sen. Kamala Harris of California was interviewed by the popular radio program The Breakfast
Club. In the interview, Harris said
“she listened to Snoop Dogg and
Tupac Shakur when she smoked
pot in college,” Fox News reported.
The news source then claimed that
this was untrue, since Snoop Dogg
and Shakur both released their
music after Harris’ time in college.
The two hosts of The Breakfast
Club, Charlamagne Tha God and
DJ Envy, asked Harris what kind
of music she listened to in high
school compared to what she
listens to now during the interview. DJ Envy asked, “What does
Kamala Harris listen to?” Then
co-host Charlamagne Tha God
unexpectedly asked, “What were
you [Harris] listening to when you
was high? What was on? What
song was on?” Harris answered DJ
Envy, agreeing that she listened to
Snoop Dogg when he proposed
him as an artist she listened to and
she added Tupac Shakur to the list.
“The two hosts said it was clear
that Harris was answering the
question about what music she
listens to, not what music she was
listening to when she was high,”
The Hill wrote.
Harris did not say she listened
to those artists while under the
influence of marijuana, yet Fox
News posed it as so.
Framing of evidence gives off
misinterpretations and is a manipulation of evidence.

Many benefits come with editing, benefits that every story
should have. Writer and broadcaster Rick Gekoski said, “If anyone – friend, relative, fellow writer,
editor – can improve my work by
as little (or as much) as the necessary substitution of a semi-colon
for a comma, I am grateful to
them,” according to The Guardian.
An issue presents itself in
which the difference between editing and eliminating becomes
blurred. “Editors give stories
structure, they elevate characters
and they hone focus,” as stated in
Poynter. When a story is incorrect
and serves biased details on the
truth, it can lead to consequences
from the perspective of the reader.
The reader can either begin to fall
for inaccuracies and live on a basis
of incorrect information or lose total faith in the reliability of all media organizations.
Once editors cross the line in
filtering and leaving out information through a biased lens, it becomes unacceptable.
The trust between media organizations and the public is growing more important to foster due
to the debate surrounding “fake
news.” The credibility of media organizations is always at stake and
it is always up to editors to preserve voice.
Democracy allows the people
to have access to a media that
presents the truth, which allows
for a society that's made up of informed citizens. The public reads,
listens to and engages in conversations surrounding the news,
trusting that what is presented is
the truth — not a reformation of it.
-Angelica Tejada
Journalism ‘22
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Business
Queens and Brooklyn streetcar will
cut down on transit commute times

BY YESENIA BARRIOS

CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE
An estimated $1.4 billion of the
cost will be covered through a process called “value capture,” though
it remains unclear from where the
city will get the rest of the money
needed to complete the project.
In the same year, Mayor Bill de
Blasio released revised plans raising the projected cost from $2.5
billion and removing part of the
line in Sunset Park, Brooklyn, due
to low rider projections. De Blasio also revealed that the streetcar
would need around $1 billion in
federal funding.
The New York City Economic
Development Corporation recently approved a contract with a
consultant to oversee the environmental review process for the BQX.
Land-use and planning consulting
firm VHB will do the required environmental impact study and file an
application for Uniform Land Use
Review Procedure.
The environmental review is
expected to be completed in the
spring of 2020, allowing for landuse review to be finished by the
end of 2021, which is the next step
in the process.
The new transit option has been
a point of controversy, raising concerns about areas involved in the
new system becoming gentrified
and concerns that it may cause
housing prices in these areas to
increase.
People also worry that the
BQX will disrupt the popular and

SENIOR STAFF WRITER

DAPHNELLY DELACRUZ | THE TICKER

The new streetcar will aim to reduce the congestion on subways.
crowded neighborhoods along the
East River.
“It will cut my commuting time
and save me gas money. I think it
will be great for the neighborhoods
along the trolley too,” said Baruch
sophomore Morriss Ashear.
Last year, de Blasio, who is the
frontliner of this project, claimed
that the development and implementation of the trolley could
generate $30 billion in economic

impact.
Currently, there is only one
train that runs between Brooklyn
and Queens.
The construction of this trolley
is expected to mitigate congestion and commute times, as well
as strengthen the communities on
the waterfront on which the trolley
will run. The trolley is planned to
run on a dedicated lane in order to
avoid creating more traffic.

Ticker Tape

A Financial Briefing by Baruch College’s Investment Management Group
As the era of historically low
interest rates ends, the banking
sector is now facing geopolitical headwinds, trade uncertainty
and overall market fragmentation.
However, despite external pressures, the commercial banking
industry maintains a positive outlook as strong fiscal spending and
temperate inflation in the current
climate will slow down the flattening yield curve and boost demand
for credit.
The health of the economy is
tied to the performance of the
banking sector. While there are
concerns about the flattening
yield curve, the Federal Reserve’s
sudden dovish outlook hints at
the continued credit growth in
2019. We are also continuing to
reap benefits from the recent tax
cut in 2018 and President Donald
Trump’s increased fiscal spending.
Given the subdued interest rate
environment, prudently expanding loan books and establishing a
robust digital banking platform are
the primary drivers of growth in
the banking sector.
Throughout 2018, the rising
rates helped banks increase profits
in the consumer and commercial
banking segment as the gap between the rates they offer to savers
and the rate they lend widened.
During this period of rising rates,
the average net interest margin for
all U.S. banks increased by 6 percent from 3.15 percent to 3.33 percent. In conjunction, credit card
debt also increased to 19.3 percent
from 18.4 percent.
Although the Fed may hold off
raising rates in 2019, the trend of
accumulating deposits and increasing loan book size will be
fueled by the improved credit demand in the economy.

Not dead yet: The Times
shows that it has a pulse

NPS PHOTO

Another trend that’s fragmenting the entire industry is the rise of
FinTech. Early adopters of digital
banking such as JP Morgan Chase
& Co. and Citizen’s Financial
Group have been able to penetrate
the millennial market and expand
their geographical deposit footprint.
On the other hand, the majority of full-service banks must now
decide between investing in horizontal integrations to strengthen
their value chain to combat the
new entrants or unbundle their
consumer banking services to the
new FinTech entrants.
At the same time, the FinTech trend has also increased
the importance of branding and
increased cost savings as brick
and mortar locations are slowly
phased out.
Geopolitical uncertainty from
Brexit and the overall economic
instability of the EU’s banking system is another considerable risk
to the entire banking sector. While
U.S. banks are all unified under the

Central Bank, the European banking system lacks a central regulatory agency. As a result, Brexit
could lead to a free-fall of the British pound and disrupt the entire
European Union economy. The
ongoing trade uncertainties also
affect banks with international exposure, such as Citibank. However,
we should keep in mind that external pressure ultimately doesn’t undermine or change the operational
structure of a bank.
The biggest problem facing
merger and acquisition activity and capital markets today is
the rising cost of debt. While a
quarter-point hike here and there
won’t drastically lower profit margins, the consistent hikes have
threatened the balance between
servicing debt and reducing the
principal. Banks are now seeking
financing from foreign markets,
which include Europe and India,
and financial sponsors to combat
the rising cost of debt.
By Kenny He

Shortly after major media companies announced significant layoffs, The New York Times released
its fourth quarterly report of 2018,
exceeding expectations with a total of $709 million in revenue for
the year of 2018.
Numbers indicate the company is close to reaching and potentially exceeding its goal of $800
million in revenue by 2020.
Advertising revenue from print
newspapers dropped 6.5 percent,
and print subscriptions increased
by only 3.4 percent, The Times reported. The main reason for such
a successful quarterly report was
the addition of a total of 265,000
digital subscriptions.
The future of journalism in the
digital world has progressively
gotten bleaker each year. Because
advertisements are the main
source of revenue for print-based
publications, many newspapers
are struggling to transition from
print to digital.
One of the most important factors in a publication's ability to
adapt is the implementation of
a paywall early in time, as CNBC
reported.
The Times’ strategy to give
readers a taste of quality journalism and then make them pay for it
has also proven to be a significant
factor in attracting digital subscribers.
Jeff Bezos took the same ap-

proach shortly after he bought The
Washington Post in 2013. He imposed a paywall, explaining that
good journalism has a high price.
“Once a NY Times exclusive
becomes public it’s turned into a
third-rate rehash ...and the Times
sees not one dollar of ad revenue
or any significant referral traffic
from that,” said tech journalist
Dan Tynan in an interview with
Forbes.
While exclusives from The
Times are a pivotal factor that have
built the company’s reputation,
many people cannot afford to pay
for a subscription and choose to
get the same news elsewhere.
Journalist Steve Key, who is
part of the general council of
Hoosier State Press Association,
took part in a recent NPR panel
discussion on the future of journalism.
Key touched on the way local
newspapers are not getting support from the communities they
serve while also dealing with a
lack of print advertising revenue.
Many companies have found
other ways to advertise their product through technology and no
longer consider print newspapers
as a top option.
The Times and other companies have proven that it is possible
to adapt to unexpected changes,
such as declining revenue and
readership. But the paper does,
however, have the advantage of
being a known brand, which could
only have helped it in the end.
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Local apartment-turned-gallery opens near Baruch College
GOLDIE GROSS
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

With an estimated 1,500 galleries and over 50,000 artists in New
York City, there hardly would be
enough wall space for just 41 artists
that, in a perfect world, each gallery
would represent. The industry favors an elite few artists, leaving the
rest who are not among the 1 percent struggling to find alternative
ways to showcase their art.
However, there’s another, less
bureaucratic way to show art as an
emerging artist: in an apartment art
gallery.
Art in nontraditional spaces is
nothing new. The groundbreaking
first impressionist exhibition that
began on April 15, 1874, was held
not in an art gallery, but in the former studio of the French photographer Nadar.
Today, the constant reminder of
how hard it is to make it as an artist
has launched a plethora of art-oriented nonprofits that strive to help
artists get their art on walls — any
wall they can find.
Chashama, a nonprofit founded
in 1995, works with property owners who have space to spare in order
to offer artists spaces to create and
present.
No Longer Empty, another nonprofit founded in 2009, also puts
on exhibitions in unlikely spaces,
including a controversial exhibition in 2015 in an abandoned Bronx
courthouse that elicited outrage
from local residents.
Hosting an artist’s gallery in a
private apartment, however, serves
several purposes. It helps build

community; it’s an excuse to throw
a house viewing party; it helps
young artists get their works on
walls so they can sell them; and the
host receives gallery-quality works
from rising stars on their walls for
the duration of the exhibition.
There is a certain level of exclusivity that comes with apartment
art galleries. They’re not traditional
businesses, so they can’t be found
on the map. Knowing someone who
knows someone, as cliché as that
sounds, is the best way to find out
about these types of openings.
Luckily, there is one stellar
apartment art gallery a few blocks
away from Baruch College. The East
Village Art View, founded under a
year ago by artist Julia Justo, puts
on gallery-quality exhibitions every
other month.
Justo started her living room
gallery when she noticed that rising rents were shuttering smaller
galleries, leaving many artists and
curators with increasingly fewer avenues for exhibition.
In line with Justo’s social justicethemed art practice and inspiration
from Yoko Ono, who invited multidisciplinary artists into her home
for collaboration, Justo decided to
turn her living room into a community space for artists to show their
work.
Her space is unlike a traditional
gallery in its business model — it’s
a collaborative space that doesn’t
have submission fees or take a percentage of sales on artworks. Openings are semi-potluck style, with
artists contributing food and drink.
On view until Feb. 28 is an exhibition titled The Mode RN, featuring

COURTESY OF EAST VILLAGE ART VIEW

A private apartment can serve as one form of an unconventional art space without the exclusivity of traditional galleries.
about a dozen emerging and established artists. Works range from
playful ones, such as an oversized
yellow and white textile sculpture
reminiscent of two cans on a string
by Ana Ratner, to more grotesque
sculptures by Jordan Segal featuring
hundreds of nails hammered into a
mottled textural landscape.
These works are responses by
participating artists to “the chaotic world in which they continue
to come of age,” a statement about
the exhibit on the event's website,
Carpe Diem!, said. Equal parts innocent and anxious, the exhibition
brings together the best and worst
afflictions of life in the modern age.

Several works from this exhibition are finding their way into new
homes, something that Justo thinks
is important for the artists, not just
monetarily, but for their own validation as well. Instead of having
their works sitting in their studio,
she says, they will live on in someone’s home, available for viewing
and appreciation.
Individuals do take on risk by
creating at-home exhibitions. It’s
hard to get apartment exhibitions
funded, and reflecting costs onto
artists is not an ideal way to establish the apartments as artist-friendly spaces.
Right now, Justo is searching for

grants to ensure the sustainability and growth of her exhibitions.
While it’s not so costly to run an exhibition, promotional expenses can
quickly add up. In the future, Justo
hopes to have artist talks and workshops in her space.
But until then, she’s going to
keep creating exhibitions by artists,
for artists. She is currently calling
for works that would be featured in
Art is Money — Money is Art, a traveling exhibition composed of art on
$1 bills. Entry is, as usual, free —
besides the money artists plan on
using in their work — with submissions due March 19. The exhibition
opens April 26, from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.

Isn't It Romantic bores with meaningless gestures to genre tropes

BENJAMIN WALLIN
There’s an urge that can be
found when watching movies with
the suspension of disbelief — the
willingness to forget how unordinary everything is — to imagine
characters who are aware of the
strangeness of their surroundings.
What if one character in a musical
noticed that everybody was singing for no reason or if another in
an animated movie pointed out
how their world was drawn as a
cartoon?
Isn’t It Romantic brings this urge
to the genre of romantic comedy,
but the result is a fairly unsurprising rendition of a self-fulfilling
prophecy.
Rebel Wilson plays Natalie, a
woman who claims to hate romantic comedies, while still being
fully aware of the genre’s tropes
and structural issues. In a montage
said to take place over three hours,
Natalie details every single one of
these complaints.
She later runs headfirst into
a metal pillar in the subway and
wakes up in a place where everything she finds wrong with romantic comedies is an integral part of
the world’s structure.
Wilson is known for roles that
center around her plus-size figure — in the Pitch Perfect series,
she goes by the name “Fat Amy”
and often jokes about her relationship with food and physical fitness
— and Isn’t It Romantic builds itself upon the premise that she is
unable to find a relationship for

herself based on her appearance.
However, it’s already clear within
the first 10 minutes with whom she
will end up and where the whole
movie is going.
It’s easy to argue that most movies have the good guys win and that
most romantic comedies have the
guy or girl get the person of their romantic interest, but Isn’t It Romantic throws away the opportunity for
viewers to ignore such an expectation and just enjoy the ride.
With a blatantly stated checklist

of romantic comedy details to get
to, Isn’t It Romantic loses almost
any sense of conflict, because it
goes according to exactly what it’s
supposed to go through.
There is little innovation at
play, as the film goes beat by beat
through the romantic comedy
form as Natalie yells about how she
recognizes the things she’s going
through.
The film is not without its laughs
and its good moments. A romantic
kiss in the middle of a New York City

street transcends the film’s satire to
create a sense of beauty. Brandon
Scott Jones delivers a surprising
speech as the cliché gay best friend,
a moment of vulnerability that anchors the movie’s ending.
Isn’t It Romantic is a movie that
does exactly what could be expected ahead of time, and its best
moments are those during which
it chooses to divert from the clear
path ahead.
It’s perfectly fine to enjoy a romantic comedy and melt into all

DAPHNELLY DELACRUZ | THE TICKER

Isn't It Romantic focuses too much attention on the tropes of the romantic comedy genre to be able to exist unexamined.

the tropes and happy endings that
can be expected, but as a satire or
a clever breakdown of what makes
the genre tick, Isn’t It Romantic
does a poor job.
It’s like watching a movie with
a cynical friend who repeatedly
points out every problem with the
movie and every way some detail
or another has been done before.
In the words of comedian John Mulaney — a master of breaking down
genre and creating meaningful
material out of it — “Just because
you’re accurate, doesn’t mean
you’re interesting.”
Even as it’s accurate in its criticism of the genre, Isn’t It Romantic
feels more like a wait than a ride.
Natalie talks about how the happy
endings are always fake in romantic comedies, setting up the question of how the film itself will end
and where its concept will lead, but
the end result fails to go anywhere
of note.
As with the recent The Lego
Movie 2: The Second Part, the film
becomes so caught up in being
aware of itself, it loses sight of the
emotional resonance romantic
comedies are able to evoke.
The small moments are not
enough to keep the whole film
afloat, nor do they feel meaningful
in the grand scheme of the generic
world presented in the movie. Lastminute shifts in the story’s direction come way too late to make an
impact on the film’s quality.
Isn’t It Romantic falls into the
category of movies in which viewers gladly ignore faults, asking to
be allowed to just enjoy the movie
without critical analysis. The trouble is that the movie won’t allow
itself to remain unexamined, with
Wilson’s character analyzing the
very text of the film she exists in.
The film isn’t smart enough to
be fully satisfying, nor is it dumbed
down enough to be a fun ride.
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Interpol proves it still knows how to rock at Garden concert
MIGUEL MODESTO
STAFF WRITER

As Interpol entered the stage at
Madison Square Garden on Feb.
16, the band was given a hero’s
welcome by a crowd of pumpedup fans ready to dance to one of
the groups that was a part of the
indie rock revival movement of the
early 2000s.
Interpol made a name for itself when the group’s 2002 debut
album, Turn on the Bright Lights,
became one of the most adored indie rock records to come out of the
New York City music scene.
Since then, Interpol has established itself as a key player on the

indie rock scene, releasing subsequent albums, including its latest
album, Marauder, which dropped
in August. After nearly two decades
of music, Interpol still knows how
to rock a crowd.
For a band that follows the typical instrument setup of two guitars,
a bass guitar, drums and a keyboard, Interpol knows how to make
a lot of noise while still being melodically haunting.
In support of its new album, Interpol played a lot of new songs at
the show that went over well with
fans in attendance. Once Interpol
started playing fan favorites like
“C’mere” and “Roland,” it was clear
from the reaction of the crowd that

attendees were ready to sing and
shout. Lead guitarist and singer
Paul Banks still sounded as good
as he did when the band played in
pubs at the start of its career.
Interpol was able to adjust its
pub sound to accommodate a large
venue like the Garden with the help
of effects like strobe lights and a disco ball. As songs like “Slow Hands”
reached a climax, so did the effects,
making for an entertaining experience.
As soon as the first chord was
struck, the venue quickly filled up
with smoke — not from a special
effects machine, but from the weed
in the air. For a moment, being in
the arena felt like being in a pub.

After the departure of bassist
Carlos Dengler in 2010, Interpol
was at risk of sounding like an incomplete trio, but that wasn’t the
case. The remaining band members continued to have a good
chemistry that transitioned well
into their playing.
“We’re still reacting to each other’s creative energy,” guitarist Daniel Kessler explained, speaking with
The New York Post in an interview
before the concert.
“That’s what keeps us together.
If I didn’t feel that way, I wouldn’t
keep doing it just to do it. And I feel
like we have much more to say.”
The setlist for the concert was
strong. The band was able to find

COURTESY OF RED LIGHT MANAGEMENT

Nearly two decades after the band's inception, Interpol continues to deliver on its powerful indie rock music, playing a Madison Square Garden concert on Feb. 16.

a good mixture of new and old
material that reflected its diverse
music catalog. However, the set list
saw the exclusion of fan favorites
such as “Obstacle 2,” “Stella Was a
Diver and She Was Always Down”
and “PDA.”
Even with the exclusion of these
popular songs, Interpol was still
able to remind fans of the band’s
early career with the song “NYC.” It
was clear from the first few notes of
the song that the audience and Interpol were at their most sentimental. The performance was evocative
of a post-9/11 New York City and
those in attendance sang the song’s
closing lyrics in unison.
The band was accompanied by
notable opening acts, Snail Mail
and Car Seat Headrest. All three
acts are signed to indie label Matador Records. The inclusion of the
young musicians demonstrated Interpol’s influence on a new generation of indie artists, finding success
from the template made popular by
Interpol.
As Interpol entered a new stage
in its career, it seemed like little
could stop the band members.
They came off a new high after the
release of their new album and still
played like they did all those years
ago when they were just former
New York University students ready
to revive a dead rock genre. With
every new album that Interpol released, the band's live shows only
got more and more intense.
Unlike its fellow contemporaries, Interpol continued to be
active. The band's sound did not
change much from when it first
started, but that hasn’t necessarily
been a bad thing. The members’
approach has been to be themselves and play whatever works.
At a venue like the Garden, a
concert must be more than just a
performance. It should be an experience, and Interpol delivered.
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‘Mr. Big Chest':
Brown, Steelers agree to split after nine roller coaster seasons
BY RAY MAURER

SENIOR STAFF WRITER
Antonio Brown has been a
topic of conversation around the
NFL since the Pittsburgh Steelers’
season ended. Brown, normally in
the headlines for crazy stat lines,
has been a controversial player off
the field.
Over the past year or so, Brown’s
relationship with the Steelers has
deteriorated rapidly.
In January 2017, the Steelers
defeated the Kansas City Chiefs in
the divisional round of the playoffs
to win a spot in the AFC Championship game. However, once the
team returned to the locker room,
Brown wasn’t excited to celebrate
with his teammates.
He selfishly started a Facebook
live video by his locker, spanning
17 minutes long and just showing
his own face.
Meanwhile, head coach Mike
Tomlin was giving a speech to
the team, preparing them for the
matchup against the New England
Patriots the following week.
Brown had no interest in joining the team during the speech,
but he did capture what Tomlin
said in his video, which he broadcasted to the world.
This was the first crack in the
relationship between Brown and
the Steelers. Tomlin then had to explain his words that were supposed
to be behind closed doors.
Shortly after the season, the
Steelers agreed with Brown on a

four-year, $68 million contract extension.
At the time, this made Brown
the highest-paid wide receiver in
NFL history.
This was surely a sign that
Brown would be with the team for
the long term and that the Steelers
had fixed any issues they previously had with the player. Unfortunately, this relationship didn’t last.
In November 2018, Brown
was cited for reckless driving and
speeding on McKnight Road in
Pittsburgh.
A video surfaced on social
media showing police chasing
Brown’s car. The wide receiver reportedly went over 100 mph in a 45
mph zone. He was not arrested for
this violation. After a season of altercations between Brown and his
teammates, it all fell apart in Week
17.
At the end of December 2018,
Brown was benched for the team’s
last game against the Cincinnati
Bengals. He was not dressed for the
first half and departed the stadium
by halftime.
Brown had an argument with
quarterback Ben Roethlisberger
earlier in the week after missing
various team activities.
The Steelers decided to take disciplinary action regardless of their
crucial Week 17 matchup, eyeing a
playoff spot. This was his third argument with Roethlisberger in the
2018 season.
In January 2019, Brown was involved in a domestic dispute. Re-
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While Antonio Brown will provide a spark to whatever team acquires him, his character may be too much for a team to handle.
portedly, he pushed the mother of
his daughter — Wiltrice Jackson —
to the ground during an argument
over money for his daughter’s
haircut. The only witnesses to this
altercation were Brown and his
daughter. Brown wasn’t arrested,
but it surely wasn’t good publicity.
Following various tweets from
Brown’s account hinting at an exit
from the Steel City, Brown formally
submitted a trade request from the
Steelers on Feb. 12.
A week later, he met with the
team’s owner, Art Rooney II. While
they tried to sort out their differ-

ences, they decided it was time for
both to move on.
The progression of running
back James Conner and wide receiver JuJu Smith-Schuster has
been great for Pittsburgh, especially with running back Le’Veon Bell
and Brown heading out the door.
Roethlisberger could also retire
anytime now, so the Steelers’ will
have to retool quickly after losing
two superstars in one offseason.
It's a little early to tell, but it's
fun to speculate where Brown will
end up playing next year. The Steelers will likely demand high draft

picks in return for Brown, something only few teams can afford to
give up.
Also, a potential trade partner must have enough cap space
to take on the bulk of Brown’s remaining salary. A few teams, such
as the San Francisco 49ers, New
York Jets, Indianapolis Colts and
Carolina Panthers, would certainly
be interesting fits.
It remains to be seen, however,
who will be willing to part ways
with draft capital to take on the
expensive, aging and characteristically concerning wide receiver.

NBA All-Star weekend shines brighter light on free agency's effects
BY ISAIAH HINTON

CONTRIBUTING WRITER
The 2019 NBA All-Star weekend
has come and gone and while the
high-flying escapades of Hamidou Diallo vaulting over Shaquille
O’Neal and Giannis Antetokounmpo for a tomahawk jam will be
the freshest in the mind of the fans,
the long-term ramifications of this
weekend bring to light an inevitable
truth about the association: Free
agency has taken precedence over
the game itself. While this is not
necessarily a bad thing, the problems occur when the game is sacrificed for the sake of hope.
The most immediate example
of this resides in one of the biggest
markets in the league: New York.
The New York Knicks have been
considered a laughingstock for a
few years, with their lack of superstars and winning records a testament to their futility.
However, this season they
sought to attract superstars such as
Kevin Durant, Kyrie Irving and Anthony Davis by trading their biggest
talent in Kristaps Porzingis to the
Dallas Mavericks, as well as cutting
Enes Kanter and Wesley Matthews,
in order to clear cap space to pay
the free agents.
Meanwhile, on the court, the
Knicks have only won 11 games and
are the owners of the second-worst
record in the NBA, setting the franchise record for the longest losing
streak — 18 games — in the process.
While the players and coaches
will say that the team is focused
on winning, fans and media personalities alike will consider the
Knicks’ season to begin in July. The
perfect storm of a team lacking talent, transcendent free agents and
a huge media market has caused
a constant barrage of questions
toward pending free agents about
their futures, which has the oppor-
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LeBron James was put in the perfect situation during the All-Star game, and was able to show fellow superstars he can be easy to work with, despite reports of the contrary.
tunity to distract from the work on
the hardwood. This is also the situation facing the Los Angeles Lakers,
who might not even make the playoffs thanks to the distraction of free
agency.
From the east to the west coast,
free agency reared its head with
the introduction of LeBron James
to the purple and gold outfit. Although this seemed to be a match
made in heaven during the offseason, with LeBron building his brand
in LA and the Lakers receiving the
franchise player they so desperately craved since the retirement of

Kobe Bryant, the reality has been
relatively closer to hell. The Lakers,
who were promised the return of
the “Showtime” dynasty with Magic
Johnson and LeBron at the helm
now find themselves at the All-Star
break with a losing record and are
not even considered as favorites to
reach the playoffs.
The team has a black cloud over
it, with Magic Johnson nearly offering the entire roster to the New
Orleans Pelicans in exchange for
superstar Davis. While “The Brow”
would be worth the risk, it was the
very idea that the roster was ex-

pendable that seemed to push the
team toward mediocrity. Now, the
question of whether Davis will be
wearing a Lakers jersey come October will certainly be on the minds of
fans, players and the media.
This All-Star break represented,
above all else, an opportunity to recruit players to the teams with the
most cachet. LeBron, captain of his
own team, decided to draft Durant,
Irving and Davis, as well as Klay
Thompson and Kawhi Leonard.
All these players are free agents
at the end of the season. The opportunity to play with LeBron in a

low-stakes environment that the
All-Star game provided can certainly improve LeBron and the Lakers’
standing among the potentially unattached stars.
As Team LeBron took the win
over Team Giannis 178-164, with
Durant taking home MVP after a
31-point performance, the story
will not be the game. The story of
the game, as well as the rest of the
season, will be that the countdown
until July 1 has begun for many
teams in the league, including the
Knicks and the Lakers. On that date,
the real games will begin in earnest.
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Swing and a miss: Ellsbury's contract among worst in history
BY EVAN LEWIS

SENIOR STAFF WRITER
While the New York Yankees excitedly prepare for spring training,
one of the richest men on the roster will once again not be there. As
New Yorkers have come to expect,
former All-Star Jacoby Ellsbury is
sidelined with yet another injury
— this time it’s plantar fasciitis —
that will keep him out until at least
March. In all likelihood, the date
will be continually pushed back
again and again until Ellsbury’s
name is once again just a distant,
distasteful memory.
At this point, fans are no longer
outraged at the enigmatic outfielder’s inability to stay on the field.
Some may have even understandably forgotten that he’s still on the
team, given the fact that he hasn’t
played in a major league game
since 2017.
All of this would be easy to shrug
off if he weren’t the third highestpaid player on the roster.
When all is said and done, there
is little doubt that Ellsbury’s contract will go down as one of the
worst in sports history. It’s difficult
to find a more disappointing player,
especially one who had once been
regarded as having such promise.
This is a guy who finished second in
the 2011 MVP voting, led the league
in stolen bases three separate times
and consistently managed to make
circus catches in centerfield.
His résumé looked extremely
impressive when he hit free agency
in 2013. Coming off a big World Series win, the Boston Red Sox desperately wanted to retain their superstar, which made it even sweeter when the Yankees snatched him
up for seven years.
It seemed like the ultimate
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Jacoby Ellsbury was a star in Boston before he was signed by the Yankees, but his contract value never materialized on the field.
power move — and one that would
shore up the Yankees’ outfield for
years to come. Instead, it’s been
a deal that’s consistently grown
worse over time. Ellsbury's batting
average has significantly dropped,
as have his stolen bases and athleticism in the field. He has essentially
become a replacement-level player
in the Bronx, and that’s when he
was healthy.
Aside from his debut season in
pinstripes, the Yankees have received three years of mediocrity
from Ellsbury, followed by a completely lost season.
The Steinbrenners certainly
aren’t dishing out $21.1 million a
year for a player whose batting average is hovering around .260. In
2017, things seemingly reached a

low point when Aaron Hicks, who is
making $6 million a year, usurped
Ellsbury for the starting job. There
were three spots in the outfield,
and apparently Ellsbury didn’t fit
into any of them.
Rookies and lesser-known
names had all proven themselves
to be more valuable than the $21
million man. The former All-Star
was relegated to the role of fourth
outfielder, with three more years of
his immovable monolith of a contract left to go.
Somehow, 2018 was even worse.
Ellsbury missed the entire season
due to a compilation of injuries.
And just when it seemed like he
was finally getting healthy, he suffered yet another setback that is
going to yet again delay his return

Frontale primed to repeat as champs
BY WEN XI CHEN

STAFF WRITER

As of Feb. 18, almost all business has been finished before the
official start of the 2019 J1 League
season. All teams have hosted their
annual kit launch press conference and finalized their preseason
signings.
After a new Japanese team was
crowned in Asia last season, J1 is
starting with a few familiar faces
cladded in different uniforms
and without many key veterans of
the game.
Teams like Kawasaki Frontale
and Urawa Red Diamonds, which
played against each other in the
Fuji Xerox Super Cup in Saitama,
Japan, are definitely vying for the
J1 title.
The Super Cup is a one-off
competition pitting the domestic
league champions against the domestic cup holder. Frontale, the
J1 winner for the last two years, is
the favorite for the league again. In
addition to maintaining the core
group of domestic players, the
team has most notably acquired
the service of former Brazilian
international and Olympic silvermedalist Leandro Damião.
The 29-year-old Damião was a
hot property a few years ago in the
European transfer market when he
was playing for Sport Club Internacional, but, as his career faltered, a
permanent move across the Atlantic Ocean never quite materialized. Now, it is up to Toru Oniki to
revitalize his career.
Last season, despite winning
the title with a 12-point gap between Frontale and Sanfrecce Hiroshima, having a recognizable
striker with clinical scoring ability was a pronounced problem for
Frontale. In the Super Cup, Damião
scored the winning goal, a thumping volley after a failed clearance

to the field. Ellsbury has become so
removed from the team that he is
electing not to report to spring, instead opting to rehabilitate at home
in Arizona.
This gesture, though perhaps
innocuous, is symbolic of the growing rift between players and their
organizations.
As the Yankees prepare to build
on a season during which they won
over 100 games, it might be best if
Ellsbury stays away until he is ready
to contribute.
His presence in spring training would serve only as an ugly
reminder of the money the team
wasted on someone who’s turned
out to be a huge non-factor.
The Yankees have played in
19 playoff games since Ellsbury

Champs League Round
of 16 lives up to the hype
BY ETHAN BHERWANI

SENIOR STAFF WRITER
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Frontale is far and away the favorite to run away with the J1 League title.
from the Urawa Reds. Aside from
the goal he scored, Damião looked
very involved in the offensive play
and was able to helpfully advance
the ball. If he can continue the performance as the season goes on, it
will solve the forward problem for
Frontale.
Frontale did not have any player on the Japanese National Team
in the Asian Cup, but the spine of
the team is arguably at the level of
the national team.
The MVPs of the last three years
— Kengo Nakamura, Yu Kobayashi and Akihiro Ienaga — have all
been from Kawasaki. The pacesetting midfielder Nakamura, at
38 years old, seemed to be getting
better year after year in the league.
He had been a regular international before 2013, and his age rather
than his athleticism seemed to be
the only thing that prevented him
from being called up. Kobayashi,
despite being played out of position at forward, scored 15 goals.

While it was eight fewer than his
MVP season, he missed seven
games due to different injuries in
2017. The most lethal patterns of
run last year were the one-passes
by midfielders to bypass defensive
lines in surges to either receive the
ball from a distributing midfielder
or give space for another attacker.
The defensive quartet of Shintaro Kurumaya, Tatsuki Nara,
Hidemasa Morita and Shogo
Taniguchi has contributed to the
solidity and structure of the team
that only conceded 27 goals in 34
games. Kurumaya and Taniguchi
have both been in the Samurai
Blue squad in the last three years,
and Morita had only missed on the
Asian Cup due to injuries.
Frontale looks to be the most
complete team in the domestic league, and Oniki will win a
third consecutive championship
— a feat that was only achieved
by the Kashima Antlers in the J1
League era.

inked his deal with them back in
2013, and he’s only started in four
of them. He’s been pedestrian at
the plate and gradually worsening
in the field. His speed, which was
once a signature part of his game,
has also eroded with time along
with his health.
Though the Yankees have tried
to find a trade partner across the
MLB, there unsurprisingly isn’t
much of a market for an injuryriddled 35-year-old who lost his job
two years ago.
If Ellsbury were a free agent
right now, he most likely wouldn’t
even receive an offer from any major league club.
In all likelihood, the Bronx
Bombers will probably end up cutting Ellsbury loose before the end
of his deal is up. They already have
a glut of talented outfielders and
little room on the roster for an aging speedster with a weak arm.
Though the Ellsbury era isn’t
over yet, it definitely seems to be
in its final stages. When his time in
New York comes to a close, his deal
will go down as one of the worst in
MLB history.
General manager Brian Cashman, perturbed by the fact that the
Red Sox had won yet another World
Series title, was enamored by the
idea of snatching away one of their
homegrown superstars in the offseason.
He most likely envisioned the
Yankees
celebrating
multiple
championships with Ellsbury at the
forefront. Instead, the Red Sox are
fresh off the heels of an additional
World Series title, while Ellsbury
has become an albatross to the organization.
This was an incredible — and
unusual — swing and a miss by the
Yankees.

Much more than just pride and
glory was on the line during the
UEFA Champions League round
of 16, which saw the white-hot
Tottenham Hotspur F.C. defeat its
German opponent Borussia Dortmund at Wembley Stadium on
Feb. 13.
In what could’ve been considered a grudge match due to Dortmund’s triumph in 2016 under
similar circumstances, the Spurs
wore out their opponents in the
first half and dismantled them
with goals coming almost straightaway after halftime. It happened
in quick succession during the
83rd and 86th minutes and gave
the Spurs a 3-0 aggregate lead.
Tottenham’s ability to deliberately control the pace of their
matches this season has been
fine-tuned by manager Mauricio
Pochettino to near perfection.
Their seemingly endless number of weapons, anchored by the
sinewy Jan Vertonghen, the dynamic midfielder Dele Alli and
electrifying forward Son Heungmin, makes Tottenham an intimidating powerhouse that could
perhaps threaten both a rush to
the top of the table and a deep run
in this year’s Champions League
tourney.
The Belarusian side FC BATE
Borisov pulled off a shocking
upset at the hands of struggling
Premier League side Arsenal F.C.
— nicknamed “The Gunners.”
Entering the match as a 6 to 1 underdog, Borisov needed only 30
percent possession to send the
Gunners home disappointed, to
put it mildly. Despite a barrage of
quality offensive possessions from

both sides, the forwards’ ability to
put the ball in the back of the net
was kept inside the locker room.
Arsenal goalkeeper Petr Cech
— unable to save the strongly
headed ball off the head of veteran midfielder Stanislaw Drahun
— consequently, allowed his first
goal in Europa League competition this season.
It’s shaping up to be season of
pain for Arsenal, whose fan base
last saw hardware in the form of
the 2017 FA Cup. Following its unbeaten run of 22 games, Arsenal
can only boast a rate of acquiring
points in 43 percent of matches.
Three-time defending Champions League champion Real Madrid C.F. was unable to find any
sort of substantial chemistry during its loss to Girona FC. Throughout the entirety of the match during Feb. 18 at the Santiago Bernabéu Stadium, Los Blancos were
unresponsive to substantial attacking pressure from 15th-placed
Girona FC.
Real Madrid finds itself in a
problem that is not easily solvable. Despite eight nominees for
the Ballon d’Or, Galácticos have
been unable to work as a unit this
season. Budding players Lucas
Vázquez and Vinícius Júnior brim
with potential but are in need of
more player-to-player mentorship
in order for Real Madrid to truly
reach the level of play expected by
ownership.
Goalkeeper Thibaut Courtois
put on a clinic of class goalkeeping, stopping every first chance
Girona put on goal. Fooled by no
chance by Girona, the animated
Courtois has been somewhat of
an energizer to his side, constantly riling up spirits with shouts and
an aggressive raise of the arms.
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DOUBLE TAKE

SUDOKU SOLUTION:

ISSUE 3

ADVICE FOR STUDENTS BY STUDENTS
DEAR DOUBLE TAKE:
Can exes be friends?

I

n general, exes can be friends. However, it depends on the nature of
the relationship and how the relationship ended. If a relationship
was founded on friendship, then there is a very good chance the
parties of that relationship will still be friends if they can find a middle
ground. The biggest factor that hinder exes being friends is stubbornness. If both parties can maintain respect for each other, then there is
no reason they cannot be friends. I am not saying they have to be the
best of friends, but there is a civility that can be conserved. Every relationship is different and ends for different reasons. If the relationship
ended poorly, it is understandable to be upset, but it is better not to
hold on to those feelings. It is not necessary to be friends, but it is important to maintain rationality.

H. SHAH

H

ow do we decide who to call our friends? What traits and personality types do we look for in the people we surround ourselves
with? Chances are a person had a few characteristics that someone was attracted to when they started dating, and it’s totally possible
that they still have them even after breaking up. It’s also possible that
they’ve really changed. Continuing to want to spend time with someone
who makes you happy isn’t unreasonable, even if the nature of your relationship is dramatically different. I think it would be strange to spend
a lot of time with someone while “dating,” only to avoid them after ending the official relationship. Breakups can be messy, but both people involved still have emotions that can’t be easily ignored. What’s important
is that both partners are honest with each other and with themselves as
to whether or not they are okay with the shift in their relationship.

J. TINEO

Submit a question to the Double Take team via Google Form on The Ticker's Facebook page, or email doubletake@
theticker.org.
Disclaimer: It is up to The Ticker's discretion whether or not to publish certain questions. Additionally, the use
of this column is strictly informational. The Ticker is not trying to replace to any legal, medical, or professional
consultation, and we do not claim to be so. If you are having serious concerns at school or in life, we recommend you
reach out to the Baruch Counseling Center at 646-312-2155.
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Career Spotlight
Save the Date

Internship Update

Internship Seminar
Wednesday, Feb. 27, 12:30 p.m. to 2 p.m., NVC
2-190
In this seminar, learn everything you need to know
about the many benefits of internships!

Sesame Workshop

LinkedIn 101: Profile Development
Wednesday, Feb. 27, 5 p.m. to 6:30 p.m., NVC
2-190
Join this workshop to learn how to develop your
profile and make it stand out.
Building Your Brand: The Personal Pitch
Thursday, Feb. 28, 5 p.m. to 6:30 p.m., NVC 2-190
Learn how to answer the typical interview question,
"Tell me about yourself," and in many other
circumstances.

SCDC Tip of the Week
Check out the SCDC Tip of the Week from the
Starr Career Development Center
“As students, it is not truly expected that you will have
significant professional experience. Therefore, academic
projects are a great way to add skills related to your major
to your resume. Be sure to add a project or two, especially
if you don’t have work experience in your field yet.”
– Alena Grunberg, Assistant Director

baruch.cuny.edu/careers
blogs.baruch.cuny.edu/starrlights/
blogs.baruch.cuny.edu/scdc/
@BaruchSCDC
Baruch College Starr Career Development Center

2019 Sesame Workshop Summer Intern Program
Sesame Workshop is the nonprofit educational organization
behind Sesame Street which
reaches 156 million children
across more than 150 countries.
The Workshop’s mission is to use
the educational power of media
to help children everywhere grow
smarter, stronger, and kinder. Delivered through a variety of platforms, including television programs, digital experiences, books
and community engagement, its
research-based programs are tailored to the needs of the communities and countries they serve.

For more information, visit us at
www.sesameworkshop.org.
The Summer Internship Program will give undergrad students an opportunity to gain
experience in a business environment. As a Sesame Workshop
Intern you will learn from the best
minds in the industry and contribute to our success. This is a
unique opportunity to work with
a dynamic group in an organization dedicated to the education of
children. Our aim is to reach out
to a diverse college population
to increase awareness and interest in the areas of non-profit and

children’s media. We believe having a workforce that reflects our
diverse and culturally rich society
is essential to our success. Internship departments include: Arts,
Design & Animation, Accounting & Finance, Content Research,
Creative Development, Digital
Media Engineering, Digital Production, US Education, Licensing
and more!

Starr Search ID: 122406

Democracy Works Inc
Corporate Partnerships Summer Associate
TurboVote, our first service,
helps voters registered, stay registered, and cast a ballot in every election, from municipal
to national. Our six-millionth
voter signed up for TurboVote
in 2018 thanks to the largest college, nonprofit, and corporate
voter engagement in the country,
including more than 300 campuses, companies like Starbucks,
Facebook, Google, Snapchat,
and dozens more. Our work also
includes the Voting Information
Project, whose polling-place data

received 123 million impressions
in 2016, and Ballot Scout, which
tracks absentee ballots through
the mail making it easier to follow
up when things go awry.
The partnerships team within
the voter engagement department recruits schools, organizations, and groups to promote
voter engagement through the
strategic use of TurboVote. This
position specifically supports the
corporate outreach lead, whose
work focuses on outreach to companies and the TurboVote Chal-

lenge. Your summer will include
helping with follow-up tasks and
emails from meetings, conferences, attending calls with partners,
researching organizations to join
the TurboVote Challenge and new
ways for us to support our partners, maintaining information
about contacts in our constituent
relationship management tool,
collaborating with the other voter
engagement partnerships summer associates on program-wide
projects, as assigned.
Starr Search ID: 122948

